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Abstract 

Globalization is a worldwide phenomenon that has come to stay, connecting 
individuals, groups, institutions and countries, thus making them a global unit. 
There are basic principles that go along with globalization. These principles 
include trade liberality, free flow of communication, industrial and 
technological development, democracy, etc. The Arab world is a group of 
people existing in countries of the Middle East and North Africa, held together 
by Arabic language and Islamic religion. These countries include Tunisia, 
Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Bahrain, etc. Recently, 
revolution broke out in Tunisia due to unemployment based on economic 
situation, fuelled by protectionist government. The government holding tight to 
power has mechanisms to control the system and kill opposition, also 
suppressing resistance by the people. The Arab countries here had leaders 
who have ruled for decades without change of power. These leaders were 
dictatorial, authoritative and tyrannical and as such suppressed the rule of law 
and the will of the masses. With global awareness and education based on 
information, the people of the Arab world wanted a change of the system hence 
the revolution. The revolution was supported by world powers such as UN, 
NATO, Arab League and the revolution was successful. In Libya, there was 
strong resistance of the opposition by the government resulting to so much lose 
of lives and property. With the support of external forces, the Libyans were 
able to oust the government of Mommar Gadaffi that lasted for decades. 
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 Globalization has been in existence since the period of civilization. It has 
continued to grow from strength to strength conquering more territories and having 
stronger grip on the world system. Different scholars all over the globe have defined 
globalization from different perspectives ranging from economic, social, political, 
religious and cultural, among others. Some of these scholars include Ann Kettler, Laura 
Klein, Richard B. Du Bott, Dan Offiong, Lamny Owugah, Amin, Aliyu, to mention a 
few. The term was invented in the 60s, it refers to a configuration of the world-economy 
in which the pressures on all governments to open their frontiers to free movement of 
goods and capital is usually strong (Walterstein, 2004). 
 
 Amin (1990) defined globalization as a process which breaks down barriers 
between nations and encourages closer economic, political and social integration among 
nations. Aliyu (1996) also stated that globalization is a process of increasing 
independence and integration which occurs as money, people, images, values and ideas 
flow even more swiftly and smoothly across national boundaries. In another 
development, Owugah (2004) in his view, saw globalization as a process which aims at 
breaking down national barriers to ensure the free flow of capital, goods, information, 
among others. 
 
 Globalization or internationalism as it is known dates back to centuries after 
civilization, slave trade, industrial revolution to capitalism. The global phenomenon is 
based on dialectic, transferable to economy, politics, culture, technology and religion 
(Isbister, 2006). From the era of industrial revolution, globalization had taken a stand 
between the developed industrial nations in Europe and America against the third world 
countries of Asia, Latin America and Africa (Moss, 2007). The developed countries 
operate the capitalist mode of production being propelled by democratic political 
system. Capitalism is strongly supported by democracy as it has a lot to do with 
liberality, majority interest, profit maximization (Desai & Potter, 2008).  
 
 Arabs are a group of people who are of the same race united by Arabic 
language and Islam is their common religion. They occupy the Middle East and North 
Africa. These countries include Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordon, Kuwait, Yemen, Tunisia, Libya (Anderson et al, 1982). Libya as the focal point 
of this paper is a typical Arab nation. It is located in North Africa bordered by Egypt, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Chad, Niger. Early this year, a revolution broke out in Tunisia that saw 
to the ousting of the government. The revolution had a ripple effect on Egypt, Libya and 
Yemen. Presently, there has been total control by the revolutionalist in Libya. 
 
 The Arabs have strong belief in their religion which to an extent, enhances 
strong loyalty to the existing government. Most Arab countries have had rulers who 
have ruled over them for decades. In Libya, the government of Muammar Gadaffi has 
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been in existence since 1969 after a military coup. Most of the rulers in Arab countries 
have military background and as such, have stayed in power for decades. The revolution 
in the Arab nation is a strong indication that the masses want change in the government 
where they can be free to express themselves and participate voluntarily in governance. 
Liberality is what democracy and capitalism advocate therefore, the people of Libya 
want free flow of goods and services in the economy and also a democratic system that 
will make them elect leaders of their choice. 
 
Statement of the Problem 
 Since the beginning of 2011, there have been violent reactions of the people to 
the government of some Arab countries. These reactions have ended in revolutions and 
change of governments. The revolution started in Tunisia, then to Egypt, Libya, Syria, 
Yemen, and Bahrain. The reasons for the revolutions include non-democratic principle, 
dictatorialism, violation of fundamental humsn rights, etc. 
 
 Libya has been under the rulership of Gadaffi for about four decades without 
change or transfer of power. The Libyan people have been subjected to dictatorial rule 
for decades. After successfully ousting the leaders of Tunisia and Egypt, the Libyan 
people in the same way, started peaceful demonstrations. These demonstrations were 
met by strong resistance from the government forces. The support of the Arab League, 
NATO, UN and other global institutions encouraged the people of Libya to oppose the 
government by providing for and supporting the revolution. 
 
The Concept of Revolution 
 Different scholars have written on revolution, amongst these scholars are Jack 
Goldstone, Jeff Goodwin, etc. they have written on different types of revolutions 
ranging from cultural, social, economic and political revolution. Goldstone (2001) 
defined revolution as an effort to transform the political authority in a society, 
accompanied by formal or informal mass mobilization and non-institutionalized actions 
that undermine authorities. 
 
 In the words of Goodwin (2001), revolution entails not only mass mobilization 
and regime change, but also more or less rapid and fundamental social, economic and/or 
cultural change, during or soon after the struggle for state power. Revolution is from a 
Latin word ‘revoultio’, which means ‘turn around’. It is a fundamental change in power 
or organisational structure that takes place in a relatively short period of time. 
 
 In the case of Arab revolution that broke out recently, first from Tunisia, Egypt, 
Libya and Yemen, it was politically motivated and involved drastic change of 
government through violent confrontation of the government. The governments of these 
countries had military background and as such held on to power even when they took 
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off their military uniforms. The tyrannic and dictatorial style of rulership did not change 
as issues that make modern society lacked. Issues such as fundamental human rights, 
democracy, freedom of religion and business, etc. were not practiced. The masses 
observing what is the global trend of leadership from a democratic standpoint, agitated 
for a change from years of dictatorial and tyrannical rule to democratic rule by 
forcefully organizing themselves in mass protest against the government. 
 
Agents and Systems of Globalization 
 The agents of globalization are individuals, institutions, governments, NGOs, 
groups, companies that foster globalization by participating directly or indirectly in 
enhancing global flow of capital, technology, culture, religion, etc. These include rich 
individual bourgeois like Bill Gates, Ted Turner, Donald Trump, etc., multinational 
corporations like Shell, Mobil, Global System for Mobile communication (GSM), Coke, 
Virgin Atlantic, etc. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) include Red Cross, 
amnesty organization, etc., institutions such as World Bank, International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), World Treaty Organization (WTO), United Nations (UN), etc. 
(Wallerstein, 2004). 
 
 Globalization took a stronger effect after the II World War as financial 
mechanisms were put in place to cushion the effect of the war and forestall another 
outbreak of war. The war was caused by economic depression due to the protectionism 
by world leaders not embarrassing liberality in trade and politics. The above statement 
was supported by John T. Rourks statement; “in sum, policy makers thought that 
protectionism caused economic depression, which caused dictators, which caused war. 
They believed that free trade, by contrast, would promote prosperity, democracy and 
peace” (Rourks, 2006).  Globalization is successful because of trade liberalization and 
freedom of exchange which are functions of the capitalist mode of production. 
Capitalism therefore became the system in operation being strengthened by market 
forces of demand and supply, which encouraged production to meet needs. 
 
 Globalization dates back from the period of human existence because it 
involves movement of people and maintenance of relationship. As it progressed into this 
recent stage, it moved beyond individuals to groups and to countries based on economic 
exchange, politics and culture. Therefore, recent globalization is based on the 
relationship between the developed countries of the west and the developing countries 
of the south. The west is characterized by stable and dependable political system, 
technology, industrialization, while the south is characterized by poor, unstable political 
system, lack of technology, high mortality rate, etc. Innovation keeps flowing from the 
west to the south and not the other way round. 
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 Democracy is a strong principle of the west that has given the west a reputable 
image that the south seeks to emulate. More so, one of the conditions of relationship 
between the west and south by the agents of globalization such as IMF include 
democratic government. The south has leaders with strong military ties that neglect the 
principles of globalization (Eric Sheppard, 2009). 
 
Mode of Production in Globalization 
 The mode of production synonymous to globalization is capitalism. Marx 
maintained that the capitalist mode of production is both feasible and necessary in all 
countries at some point if they are to develop. The country which is more developed 
industrially only shows, to the less developed, the image of its own future (Marx, 1867). 
Capitalism is a mode of production characterized by the usage of high level of 
technology for production and specialization in production. Improved technology 
enhances industrialization which in turn improves the economy by way of exchange, 
getting goods and services to other areas, countries and regions for exchange (Sheppard, 
2009). 
 
Social Relationship in Globalization 
 Globalization is defined by Held and McGraw thus, “globalization, simply put, 
denotes the expanding scale, growing magnitude, speeding up and deepening impact of 
transcontinental flows and patterns of social interaction. It refers to a shift or 
transformation in the scale of human organization that links distant communities and 
expands the reach of power relations across the world’s region and continents” (Held 
and McGraw, 2002). 
 
 Power in globalization has to do with who has the control of world polity by 
way of influencing and directing it. The world powers are the UN, NATO, etc., backed 
by countries like America, Britain, France, etc. They try to foster peace and the rule of 
law around the globe. Therefore, the relationship of giver and receiver, rich/poor, 
ownership of the means of production and workers in production continues to exist and 
deepens. Globalization is strongly supported by capitalism and capitalism in turn fuels 
democracy which the strong world powers are fostering. The relationship and influence 
continues from the centre to the periphery, developed to the developing, democratic to 
the military, autocratic and tyrannical governments. 
 
 The revolution in Arab nations was supported by the world powers i.e. UN and 
NATO. The contributions of these world powers helped in the revolution of Libya to 
bring to the end of a dictatorial government (Held and McGraw, 2002:1). 
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Actors of Globalization 
 The divide of globalization is between developed countries and the developing 
countries. The developed countries in Europe and America are parents to strong 
financial institutions that influence policies worldwide. These institutions and agents 
include World Bank, IMF, UN, EU, etc. Therefore, social, political and culture of the 
developing countries are influenced by actions of the developed countries. The 
developed countries are manufacturers, developed in technology in all spheres of life, 
have stable electoral political system and highly industrialized. Whereas the developing 
countries depend on the developed for existence. The relationship between the North 
and South is strengthened by the North influencing the South, thus the South depending 
extensively on the North (Eric Sheppard, 2009). The agents of the developed countries 
include multinational corporations, bourgeoisies, IMF, World Bank, etc., they are 
capitalist by nature and democracy is projected by the capitalist mode of production. 
 
Summary 
 The world is a stage otherwise a unit where there is interplay of individuals, 
countries, institutions, government in a relationship of give and take. The individuals 
and agents that make globalization possible have basic principles they adhere to. Such 
principles include democracy, free flow of goods and services, free communication. 
Therefore, for this relationship to continue between the developed nations and the 
developing, the later must abide by the principles of globalization. 
 
 Due to global relationship backed by awareness, education and information, 
Arab people decided to take their destinies by their hands by confronting their 
governments and ousting them. The ousting of these governments has not been without 
the support of the developed countries. Libya and other Arab countries are in the 
process of electing democratic leaders who will be responsible to the masses. 
 
Conclusion 
 Globalization is a worldwide phenomenon that has come to stay affecting 
people, institutions and governments worldwide. One of the principles that come with 
globalization is a stable political system backed by periodic elections. Therefore, any 
organisation, individual, country or institution that does not embrace the principle of 
globalization will more or less be anti-globalization. The global powers will come 
together in agreement to squash any oppostition of globalization. In the case of Arab 
revolution, opposition was supported by world powers like UN, NATO, Arab League an 
strong countries like America, Britain, France, etc. 
 
Recommendations 
 Globalization, as pointed out, is making the world a global village with 
interconnectivities unhindered by boundaries. Therefore, there should be free movement 
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of people, goods and services, communication network, education, democracy, etc. In 
the case of Libya and other Arab nations, a political system, where the general will of 
the people will be at heart. This general will should be enforced by fundamental human 
right, which is a core principle of globalization and civilization. Therefore, the interest 
of the people should be paramount backed by a political system that is social, 
informative, educative and stable. The political system should be such that the people 
can express their feelings without fear of any form of molestation. 
 A stable political system should be put in place with periodic elections that the 
people’s interest will be carried out through the power of the ballot. 
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